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Public/System Policies/ 

SCOPE: 
Poudre Valley Hospital EMS Division 
 
PURPOSE: To define guidelines for trauma team activations 
 
Protocol: Trauma Team Activation 

 
Purpose 
 
PVHS uses a 2-tiered activation structure for optimal resources for the injured patient.  
Criteria have been established to identify patients that need specific team resources. 

Considerations on Full Trauma Team Activations (FTTA): 
A. FTTA patients should be transported to the most rapidly accessible level 2 trauma center 

(MCR). 

B. Deviation of destination protocols based upon field variables and/or paramedic judgment 
must be cleared through base physician contact. 

C. Air medical transport may be considered if extended extrication (>20 minutes) is 
anticipated or a time saving of about 15 minutes to definitive care can be achieved. 

D. Advise ER of FTTA ASAP. Full teams need to be activated in a timely manner to give the 
team time to arrive in the ED prior to arrival.  Optimally, at least 15-20 minutes. 

E. All FTTA patients are required to be transported emergent. 

F. Special concerns reported prior to arrival.  Full report given to the entire team upon arrival.  
Trauma Surgeon, Chief Trauma Nurse and, if delegated, recorder needs all pertinent 
information 

Considerations on Limited Trauma Team Activations (LTTA): 
A. LTTA patients may be transported non-emergent or emergent, as conditions warrant.  
B. LTTA patients meeting mechanism criteria should be transported to the nearest 

trauma center (PVH, McKee, MCR, etc.).   
C. Reports to the ER should be called in ASAP. 
D. QRT’s should defer LTTA to ALS. 
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